Crescent
City

FRESHWATER DIVERSITY

The high Conservation Value Areas (CVAs) are categorized
below by the number of fish, herpetofauna and invertebrate
species they support.

For more information on the methods and data sources, contact Jeanette Howard
(jeanette_howard@tnc.org) or Kurt Fesenmyer (KFesenmyer@tu.org)
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CALIFORNIA'S FRESHWATER CONSERVATION BLUEPRINT

A growing population and transformation of California into one of the most productive agricultural and urban landscapes in the world have
reduced freshwater habitats to a small fraction of their historic extent. Across the state freshwater-dependent ecosystems have been degraded,
resulting in reduced ecological functions and dramatic declines of freshwater species. Currently, there is no statewide conservation plan for
preserving California’s rich freshwater diversity. The Freshwater Conservation Blueprint project aims to fill this gap by identifying key freshwater
species and areas of high conservation value based on where these species occur.
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OUR FRESHWATER SPECIES

insects and other invertebrates.

@ 2,496 INSECTS & OTHER INVERTEBRATES @ 130 FISH

165 MOLLUSKS @ 105 BIRDS
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California’s fishes are at risk.
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HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE AREAS

We identified high Conservation Value Areas (CVAs) by subwatershed
based on observations and current range of three key freshwater target
groups - fishes, herpetofauna (i.e. reptiles and amphibians) and sensitive
invertebrate families (i.e. insects, mollusks and crustaceans).

These key focal conservation targets were chosen to represent and
';‘ﬁv 4 encompass the freshwater diversity found in California. Our hope is that
the conservation of these focal targets will ensure the conservation of
additional freshwater species (i.e. plants, birds, and mammals) not
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o pe - All species rely on water, but not all species are freshwater species. Using a variety of sources and expert guidance, we identified 3,906 freshwater
bl e P LN species that occur in California representing fishes, herpetofauna (amphibians and reptiles), mollusks, birds, crustaceans, plants, mammals, and
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Many of California’s native freshwater species are listed as endangered or
considered vulnerable to extinction. As shown in graph below, more than 80% of
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