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California's Freshwater Conservation Blueprint
A grow ing population and transform ation of California into one  of the  m ost productive  agricultural and urban landscape s in the  w orld have

re duce d fre shw ate r habitats to a sm all fraction of the ir historic e x te nt. Across the  state  fre shw ate r-de pe nde nt e cosyste m s have  be e n de grade d,

re sulting in re duce d e cological functions and dram atic de cline s of fre shw ate r spe cie s. Curre ntly, the re  is no state w ide  conse rvation plan for

pre se rving California’s rich fre shw ate r dive rsity. The  Fre shw ate r Conse rvation Blue print proje ct aim s to fill this gap by ide ntifying k e y fre shw ate r

spe cie s and are as of high conse rvation value  base d on w he re  the se  spe cie s occur.

Number of Species
1 - 23
24 - 50
51 - 87

For m ore  inform ation on the  m e thods and data source s, contact Je ane tte  How ard

(je ane tte _how ard@tnc.org) or Kurt Fe se nm ye r (KFe se nm ye r@tu.org)

Poste r De sign: Me gan We bb and Kirk  Klausm e ye r, Ge oDe sign,

The  Nature  Conse rvancy, California, June  29, 2015
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Freshwater Diversity

The  high Conse rvation Value  Are as (CVAs) are  cate gorize d

be low  by the  num be r of fish, he rpe tofauna and inve rte brate

spe cie s the y support.

High Conservation Value Areas

We  ide ntifie d high Conse rvation Value  Are as (CVAs) by subw ate rshe d

base d on obse rvations and curre nt range  of thre e  k e y fre shw ate r targe t

groups – fishe s, he rpe tofauna (i.e . re ptile s and am phibians) and se nsitive

inve rte brate  fam ilie s (i.e . inse cts, m ollusk s and crustace ans).

The se  k e y focal conse rvation targe ts w e re  chose n to re pre se nt and

e ncom pass the  fre shw ate r dive rsity found in California. Our hope  is that

the  conse rvation of the se  focal targe ts w ill e nsure  the  conse rvation of

additional fre shw ate r spe cie s (i.e . plants, birds, and m am m als) not

include d in this asse ssm e nt.

Collaborators

Our Freshwater Species

All spe cie s re ly on w ate r, but not all spe cie s are  fre shw ate r spe cie s. U sing a varie ty of source s and e x pe rt guidance , w e  ide ntifie d 3,906 fre shw ate r

spe cie s that occur in California re pre se nting fishe s, he rpe tofauna (am phibians and re ptile s), m ollusk s, birds, crustace ans, plants, m am m als, and

inse cts and othe r inve rte brate s.

Freshwater Species At Risk

Many of California’s native  fre shw ate r spe cie s are  liste d as e ndange re d or

conside re d vulne rable  to e x tinction. As show n in graph be low , m ore  than 80% of

California’s fishe s are  at risk .

62 Herpetofauna

6 Mammals826 Plants

165 Mollusks

2,496 Insects & Other Invertebrates 130 Fish

116 Crustaceans

105 Birds


